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Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome to Granite City School District No. 9! We are excited to have this opportunity to 

welcome your child to our school district.  As your son or daughter begins kindergarten, the 

world of formal learning is about to unfold and dreams can become realities.  

 

It is our hope that we can work with you to bring enlightenment and understanding to this special 

person you are bringing for us to work with.  Obviously, the hope for our future depends on our 

ability to raise and educate our children in a manner that will bring peace and prosperity to the 

world.   

 

The Board of Education and the Granite City School District #9 professional staff are dedicated 

to providing quality service for you and your children.  Please do not hesitate to contact us any 

time you need information or assistance.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. Jim Greenwald, EDS 

Superintendent  
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Dear Parents, 

 

We hope you find this handbook helpful in providing you with useful information regarding your 

child’s kindergarten experience. If you have any question’s regarding the program, contact your 

child’s classroom teacher or the building principal.  Please feel free to contact this office if you 

have unanswered questions. 

 

Granite City School District is committed to your child’s general well-being and education.  The 

all-day kindergarten program provides traditional learning of the basics as well as reinforcement 

with hands-on activities and learning experiences.  Our corps of kindergarten teachers have 

worked hard to make this program a success, and they are dedicated to making your child’s 

initial educational experience a successful and memorable one.  It is with great delight that we 

have these dedicated teachers working in your child’s kindergarten classroom.   

 

We invite you to join us for a brief orientation, on August 15th from 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM at 

Prather Kindergarten Center. Children should attend.  This will provide time for questions and 

answers, for meeting the teacher and for your child to become familiar with the surroundings in 

your presence.  On the first day, children attend without their parents and begin to learn their 

routine and work with the teacher on classroom introductions and building awareness.  More 

information on the schedule for the first day and your child’s classroom assignment will be 

mailed to you during the summer of 2017. 

 

Welcome to the Granite City School District #9 family. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Kristen Novacich-Koberna 

Director, Elementary Education/Title I 
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NEW ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS 

 

o Fewer, clearer, higher 

o Internationally benchmarked 

o 21st Century Skills 

o Evidence based 

 

The Illinois State Board of Education has adopted new Math and English Language Arts 

standards for K-12 education known as the New Illinois State Learning Standards.  The goal is to 

better prepare Illinois students for success in college and the workforce in a competitive global 

economy. 

 

Why new standards?  Our expectations for what students must know and be able to demonstrate 

were different in 1997 when Illinois adopted the current standards.   

 

 KINDERGARTEN GOALS -  

 

The New Illinois State Learning Standards define what students in all public schools should 

know and be able to do in core areas as a result of this elementary and secondary schooling.  

Kindergarten is the foundation for your child’s academic career.  Your child is an individual, 

developing at his/her own rate physically, mentally, and socially.  Each child is different from 

others and behaves in his/her own way and, therefore, should not be compared with peers.   

 

The kindergarten program is designed to help your child with reading/language arts, writing 

skills, mathematics, science, and social studies.  By mastering these goals, your child will be on 

his/her way to achieving the Illinois Learning Standards.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM SUPPLEMENT 2017-18 

 

5 

 

English/Language Arts – Anchor Standards     

 

 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 

details and ideas. 

 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  

 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative and 

figurative meaning, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning and tone.  

 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of text (ex. 

a section, chapter, scene or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 Delineate and evaluated the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning 

as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 

the approaches the authors take.   

 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational text independently and proficiently. 

 

Mathematics – Anchor Standards 
 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

 Model with mathematics. 

 Use appropriate tools strategically. 

 Attend to precision. 

 Look for and make use of structure. 

 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 

Reading/Language Arts Skills 
 

The learner will: 

 Participate in conversations    

 Listen to and understand a variety of text 

 Engage in various reading activities 

 Recognize and name all letters of the alphabet (upper and lower case) 

 Associate letters with their sounds 

 Identify beginning, middle and ending sounds 

 Retell a story using correct sequence 

 Recognize and produce rhyming words 

 Name opposites 

 See likes and differences 

 Look for and use basic punctuation (period, question mark, and exclamation mark) 

 Recognize sight words 

 Begin to read emergent reader texts with purpose and understanding 

 Begins to spell simple words 

 

Speaking and Listening Skills 
 

The learner will: 

 Listen and follow directions 

 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information or clarify something not understood  

 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings and ideas clearly 
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Writing Skills 

 

The learner will: 

 Use writing tools correctly 

 Print all letters of the alphabet correctly (upper and lower case) 

 Print name correctly 

 Work from left to right and from top to bottom of the page 

 Begin to develop early writing skills through use of various experiences (class books, journals, and chart) 
 

 

MANUSCRIPT LETTER FORMS 

 

 

Your child will use these letterforms until the latter part of grade two.  He/she will learn to 

write his/her name using both upper and lower case.  

 

 

Example: 

 

 

Zaner-Blaser Alphabet 

 
 

Mathematics Skills      
 

The learner will: 

 Count to tell the number of objects (0-20) 

 Count to 100 by 1’s and 10’s 

 Count forward beginning from any given number 

 Correctly form numerals 

 Identify numerals to at least 20 

 Understand the concept of addition and subtraction 

 Be introduced to the calendar 

 Describe and compare length and weight 
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 Identify and describe shapes (circle, square, rectangle, triangle, hexagon, cube, cylinders, spheres, cone) 

 Compare items (larger, smaller, more, less) 

 Compare numbers (1-10) 

 Understand the foundations of place value (11 is one group of ten, and one) 

 Understand a basic graph 

 Make a simple graph 

 

Science 
 

The following topics may be part of the exploration of Science in Kindergarten: 

 

 Seeds and plants 

 Animal 

 Living and non-living things 

 Comparing and grouping matter 

 Heat and cold 

 Sound 

 Movement  

 Seasons 

 Helping our world 

 Weather  

 Earth and sky  

 The senses (sight, hearing, smell, tastes and touch) 

 The human body (growing and changing) 

 

Social Studies 
 

The following topics may be part of the exploration of Social Studies in Kindergarten: 

 

 Me 

 My family  

 My school 

 My world  

 My country  

 Holidays 

 Famous Americans 

 

Music 
 

The following topics may be part of the exploration of Music in Kindergarten: 

 

 Build a repertoire of songs and games 

 Identify and demonstrate high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, same/different 

 Echo clap simple rhythms. Clap the beat 

 Demonstrate a singing and speaking voice 

 Learn Season songs 
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ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

No child will be admitted to kindergarten without presenting the following on or before the first 

day of pupil attendance…. 

 

1. Certified registered birth certificate showing child to be FIVE YEARS of age ON OR 

BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1 of the year the child is entering school. 

2. Physical and vision examination, along with immunization record must be provided by 

October 15 following the start of the school year.  Otherwise, student will be excluded 

until records are received. 

3. Complete emergency contact information. 

4. Must present two proof-of- residency documents and one verification identification 

documenting residency in the Granite City School District. 

5. Social Security Number (card of child enrolling must be shown) 

 

BIRTH CERTIFICATES 

Schools are required to establish the age of a child when he/she is enrolled in school.  Your 

child’s full name, as recorded on his/her official birth certificate, will be recorded on the school 

admission record.  The exact age is important for the purpose of instruction and evaluation 

throughout your child’s school career.  Quite often this information is used long after a student 

graduates from high school.  For this reason, an official certificate of birth is required when your 

child is admitted to kindergarten.  A copy of the birth certificate can be obtained from the City 

Clerk, County Clerk, or Bureau of Vital Statistics in the state where your child was born.  The 

birth certificate, or certified copy, will be returned to you.   

 

Baptismal or hospital certificates of birth are not acceptable.  Birth certificates must be on 

file for all Kindergarten children before they can start school.   

 

ELECTRONIC NETWORK ACCESS 

All parents are encouraged to register for Skyward.  This is a great addition to the school district 

and opens many communication paths with parents that were not previously available.  It allows 

you to view grades, attendance, schedules, assignments, make payments for fees and lunches, 

and much more.  To become authorized for this service, you will need to complete a registration 

form.  This is available at our website www.gcsd9.net where you can complete the form 

electronically, print it, sign it, and mail to the address provided.  After submitting the form, you 

will receive your user name and password within one week. 

 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

The information that you furnish the school on the enrollment data sheet and emergency 

information card is extremely important.  The school must know where to call in case your child 

becomes ill or is injured at school.  In addition to your home and work numbers, you must also 

have AT LEAST three other local phone numbers and addresses of close friends, relatives or 

neighbors who can be called if we are unable to reach you.  Please keep the school informed of 

any changes of information on the emergency card.  Cell phone numbers and e-mail addresses 

can also be very helpful.  More information will be provided at the start of school, on how you 

can update information electronically.  

 

http://www.gcsd9.net/
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Without exception, the school office should be informed of any child leaving the building for any 

reason during the regular school day.  For the protection of your child during school hours, 

he/she can only be released to the parent or guardian unless the school has received a signed 

written note indicating otherwise.  If after school plans for your child are to be changed, please 

send a note to the teacher.  For example, if a child is to be picked up rather than ride the bus, the 

teacher must have a written note about the change.  School officials reserve the right to ask for 

identification for all individuals picking up children from school.  Please provide the school with 

any and all guardianship, protection orders or custody documents related to the child by the first 

day of attendance.   

 

MEDIA EXCLUSION AND RELEASE OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

Parents have the option to exclude their children from any photo taking at school.  If you do not 

want your child included in any photos or publications, please contact the school in order to 

complete the Media Exclusion Form.  (Complete information on this process is found in the 

Elementary Handbook.)  Parents also have the option to exclude their child’s directory 

information from release.  Full explanation of this process can be found in the Elementary 

Handbook.  Again, if you do not want directory information released, please contact your child’s 

school.   

 

PHYSICAL, VISION AND DENTAL EXAMINATIONS 

In compliance with GCSD#9 policy and Illinois School Code, no child will be permitted to 

continue in Kindergarten after October 15 of the school year if evidence of physical examination 

and immunization records has not been furnished.  The physical examination must have been 

completed within one year prior to entering Kindergarten.  Dental examinations are required of 

all students in Kindergarten, second and sixth grades.  Proof of the dental examination must be 

provided by May 15 of the current school year.  Be sure to inform the school of any physical 

handicap or emotional difficulty so that it can be taken into account in teaching your child.  

Vision examinations for new Kindergarten children are also due by October 15 of the year the 

child begins school.   

 

SCHOOL PROCEDURES 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Your child should attend kindergarten regularly.  The habits of coming to school every day and 

arriving on time are formed at an early age.  All students enrolled must meet state and/or district 

guidelines for attendance.  A sick child should not be sent to school.  Attitudes, which are 

developed towards school attendance during the kindergarten period, may well influence a 

child’s attitude toward attendance in later years.  When your child must be absent from school, 

please call the school office by 9:30 a.m. to report an absence.  Unreported absences are 

considered unexcused and require the school to investigate by calling individuals listed on the 

emergency card.  A sick child should not be sent to school. 
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BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAMS   

 

BREAKFAST – A nutritional breakfast is served each morning at a reasonable price in the school 

cafeteria.  Children entitled to free or reduced lunch may also receive free or reduced breakfast.  

Breakfast is served at 7:50 a.m.  Cafeteria space at breakfast is only available for those utilizing 

the school breakfast program.  Time and space do not provide for children to bring breakfast from 

home or other commercial establishments to eat in the cafeteria.   

CAFETERIA RULES – The following examples of cafeteria rules will apply to all children who 

eat in the school cafeteria.  This is not an all-inclusive list. 

1) Move through the lunch line in a quiet and orderly manner. 

2) Remain seated at the table chosen until finished eating (no moving from table to table). 

3) All food is to be eaten in the cafeteria. 

4) Keep hands, feet, objects and food to yourself. 

5) Use quiet voices. 

6) Walk – do not run. 

7) All other building rules apply while in the cafeteria. 

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA - MEAL PRICES & CHARGE POLICIES 

All children at Prather are eligible for free breakfast and lunch. This applies to all K-4 students.  

 

MENUS 

Menus are available on the website at www.gcsd9.net. 

 

CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS AT SCHOOL 

A child’s birthday is a special time and we acknowledge birthdays in a variety of ways at school 

and in the classrooms.  Some principals print the monthly birthdays in newsletters and display on 

posters, some classroom teachers also have special areas in the room designated to recognize the 

student is celebrating a special event.  School cafeterias also designate a day each month to 

celebrate student birthdays.  Due to many health and time constraints, food items will no longer 

be accepted and/or distributed in honor of student birthdays.  If you must send a treat to the class, 

you may send pencils, stickers, no toys…or donate a book for the school/classroom or library.  

Balloon bouquets, flowers and gifts can also not be delivered to the classroom.   

 

Distribution of invitations to parties and celebrations outside of school is not permitted at school.  

The school has no way to monitor this type of event; nor the supervision that is necessary.  If a 

parent wants to invite their child's friends and classmates to events outside school, this must be 

done outside of the school day.  Information on community events and services is provided as a 

public service but must be approved by the Board of Education.  They do not endorse the events, 

but simply provide a means of information distribution.   

 

LUNCH TIME SUPERVISION 
In order to assist the kindergarten teachers with the supervision and instruction of the children, 

kindergarten aides are provided during the lunch period.  Based on enrollment figures, 

kindergarten teachers may be given additional aide time to assist in classroom supervision and 

management. 

 

http://www.gcsd9.net/
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HEALTH HINTS      

Habits of cleanliness should be developed to a degree that your child would take personal pride 

in being clean for school. Your child should develop the following health habits: 

 

1. Eat a nutritious breakfast. 

2. Get adequate sleep (at least 8 hrs. each night). 

3. Regular brushing of teeth (morning and evenings). 

4. Attend to his/her own toilet needs. 

5. Wash hands before eating and after using the restroom. 

6. Cover mouth when sneezing or coughing. 

7. Carry and use a handkerchief or tissue when necessary. 

8. Put nothing in his/her mouth except clean food and drink. 

9. Use drinking fountain correctly. 

10. Have good sitting and standing posture. 

11. Have the ability to relax and rest quietly. 

12. Wear appropriate clean clothing. 

 

HEALTH SCREENINGS 
During the year, the school nurse will conduct vision and hearing screenings.  Vision screenings 

will be done at mandated levels during each school year.  Vision screening is not a substitute for 

a complete eye and vision evaluation by an eye doctor.  Your child is not required to undergo 

this vision screening IF an optometrist or ophthalmologist has completed and signed a report 

form indicating that an examination has been administered within the previous 12 months and 

that evaluation is on file at the school.  This notice is not a permission to test and is not required 

to be returned.  Vision screening is NOT an option.  If a vision examination report is not on file 

at the school for your child and your child is in the mandated age/grade group, they will be 

screened.   

 

ONSET OF ILLNESS 
Many childhood illnesses are contagious.  If your child shows any early signs of fever, diarrhea, 

sore throat, nasal discharge, or cough, it is best to keep him/her home until there is improvement 

or until your physician tells you your child is free from contagious disease.   

When your child becomes ill, you should notify the school immediately if the disease is 

diagnosed as communicable.  Watch for the following symptoms: 

 

1. Rash 

2. Red or running eyes 

3. Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 

4. Dizziness or faintness 

5. Swelling about the neck 

6. Earache or draining ears 

7. Indication of fever and/or not feeling well. 

 

Before the child leaves for school, his/her temperature should be taken with a clinical 

thermometer.  If the temperature is normal (98.6), the child should come to school.   

 

If medication is to be taken during the school day, a medication form must be completed by the 

child’s doctor and submitted to the school nurse.  Students cannot carry medication with them at 
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school.  This includes prescription and over-the-counter medications.  The nurse will dispense 

medication with the proper authorization on the medication form.  If the child requires an on-

going prescription, send 1-2 weeks’ dosage.  All medication should be sent in the original 

container clearly marked with the child’s name.  Medication will be stored in the nurse’s office.   

 

RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Upon return to school after an illness, if you have not notified the school by telephone, your 

child must bring a note explaining the reason for absence.  Whenever the absence has been due 

to a contagious disease, your physician should sign the note.   

 

ROOM PARTY GUIDELINES 

 Food items will no longer be accepted and/or distributed in honor of student birthdays.  If 

you want to send a treat to the class, you may send pencils, stickers, no toys…or donate a 

book for the school/classroom or library. 

 Food items brought in for approved classroom parties must be pre-packaged and 

commercially prepared.  This includes bakery and fast food items.  They must be sealed 

and opened on site.  NO homemade items will be distributed in the classroom, as there is 

no way to monitor sanitation of such items.  An adult will distribute all food items.  

Disposable gloves should be worn when handling food. 

 PTA room parents will be allowed to sponsor two (2) parties each school year, the first to 

be held at Halloween (No Costumes and No Parades) and the other at Christmas with 

the approval of the principal.  There may be one additional party which will be teacher-

sponsored.  All PTA room parents must have an approved background check on file with 

the district. 

 Room parties should be no longer than one hour in length and should be held the last 

hour of the school day.  PTA volunteers can enter the room 15 minutes before the party to 

set up. 

 No pre-school children, including younger siblings will be permitted at school during 

classroom parties. 

 Teachers should be contacted prior to the party to discuss arrangements and to give final 

approval on activities planned. 

 Game prizes should be eliminated unless small prizes are given to each student 

participating. 

 Student gift exchange is not permitted. 

 Upon completion of the party, room parents should remove all extra refreshments, 

supplies and game/activity materials.  Trash accumulated from the party should be 

bagged and ready for disposal. 

 All notices sent home must be approved by the principals. 
 

SAFETY 
Please follow the parking lot procedures for dropping off and picking up your student.  Parent 

drop-off / pick-up zones will be clearly marked.  Parents will need to park and meet their student 

at the designated door for pick-up.  Parents of bus riders will need to ensure that an adult is 

present to greet your student from the bus.  The bus company will not allow kindergarten 

students to exit the bus unless there is an adult present.  If no adult is present, the student is 

returned to the kindergarten center.  Parents will be called for pick-up. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND FEES 
Parents are provided a list of needed school supplies.  Please make plans to secure the needed 

items for your child.  Supplies may need to be replenished during the school year A general list 

of kindergarten supplies is listed below: 

 

2 bottles of Elmer’s Glue–orange cap                   6 Glue Sticks                                                                   

Fiskar Scissors (Blunt Tip, metal blade)               Plastic 6 x 9 pencil box 

4 pkgs. 24 count Crayola Crayons                        12 pencils (#2) USA made preferred 

2 large boxes of Kleenex Tissues                    1 pkg. Baby/Wet Wipes  

Back Pack – No Wheels                                        Washable markers (8-10 count, no fine tip) 

1 set of headphones (child size)                            4 two-pocket folders any color, plastic preferred 

Extra change of clothes (to be kept in lockers) 

 

SESSIONS 
District #9 provides only “all-day” sessions of kindergarten.  It will be in your child’s best 

interest if he/she does not arrive at school until approximately fifteen minutes before school 

begins.  School hours are 8:20 AM until 2:35 PM.   

 

VISITING 

Parents are welcome at school and encouraged to participate in school activities.  From time-to- 

time, you will be invited to see regular work or special programs.  If you have a particular 

concern, the teacher or principal will be happy to arrange a conference with you.  Conferences 

with the teacher should be scheduled before and after regular school hours.  It is required by law 

that all visitors stop by the school office to sign in and receive appropriate guidance.  

  

WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL 
If you should move from the district or withdraw your child from kindergarten, the school should 

be notified several days in advance of the move so that the teacher has ample time to complete 

records for the transfer.  A withdrawal form may be completed in the school office.   

 

PARENTAL TIPS 

 

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Parents can help their children make an easier transition from home to school by following the 

suggestions listed below: 

 

1. Let your child know everyone at school is there to help. 

2. Ask your child to share the day’s events in school with you. Take a moment to listen 

to what your child has to say about school and look at his/her work with a positive 

attitude. 

3. Teach your child his/her full name, parents’ names, home address and telephone 

number. 

4. Teach your child to develop independence.  Your child should have ample 

opportunity and appropriate time to do things for himself/herself. 

5. Encourage your child to use appropriate language for school. 

6. Choose experiences and entertainment for your child that is suitable for his/her age.  

Discourage too much time spent with TV or electronic games. 

7. Read and talk with your child regularly. 
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8. Encourage your child to read on a daily basis. 

9. Review with your child the papers and behavior notes that come home from school. 

 

CHILD’S NAME 

Teachers will call each child by their given name, not a nickname.  Some nicknames often 

become embarrassing to children as they grow older.  If a nickname has been used at home it is 

recommended that parents call their child by the name under which he/she will be enrolled a few 

weeks before your child starts school.   

 

Sometimes a child’s legal name may be different from the parents.  A child must be enrolled 

according to the name given on his/her birth certificate unless a document can be shown which 

indicates the child’s name has been legally changed.   

 

CURRICULUM CONNECTION 

Children learn best as they experience the world around them.  Your Kindergartener will have 

the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities within our own school and community.  

The following are examples of such learning experiences: 

 

 Young Authors 

 Six Flags 600 Minute Reading Club 

 Granite City Public Library Programs 

 PTA Reflections 

 

We strongly encourage parents to take their child to the library, museums, zoo, etc.  This allows 

the children many varied learning opportunities.  Demonstrate to your child how reading is 

important to your life.  If children see parents reading, they will start to imitate the process.  

Reading can include sharing of information during a shopping trip, reading road signs, etc. 

 

STUDENT CODE OF DRESS K – 12 
Granite City CUSD #9 encourages a standard in behavior, dress, grooming, and appearance that reflects 

pride in self, home, and school.  Student dress should not disrupt the educational process or be a safety or 

health hazard.  The Superintendent can amend this policy at any time if circumstances deem it necessary. 

 
I.  General Rules: 

 

A.  Pants, Skirts, Skorts, Shorts 

a. Must be worn without holes, rips, or tears 

b. Must be worn at waist level 

c. Length must be below the fingertips 

 

B. Shirts, Sweatshirts, Dresses, Jumpers, Sweaters, Hoodies 

a. Must be worn without holes, rips, or tears 

b. Students will be allowed to wear school issued athletic jerseys/shirts, per coach’s 

guidelines  

c. Shirts must have sleeves 

 

C. Belts/Suspenders 

a. Must be properly buckled and may not dangle 

b. No wallet chains or belt chains allowed 
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D. Shoes 

a. All students will wear shoes or approved footwear 

b. Shoes with laces must be tied 

c. Shoes with a back or back strap must be worn at all times.  Flip flops are not 

allowed (K-6) 

d. Roller skates, roller shoes, roller blades, or cleated footwear are prohibited 

 
II. Additional Requirements: 

 

A. The Seven B’s that should not be visible at GCSD9 Schools:  Bras, Bellies, Bottoms, 

Backs, Bandanas, Boxers, and Bedroom Attire. 

B. No hats, headgear, hoods, or sweatbands worn in the building at any time. 

C. Clothing must be worn properly and fit appropriately. 

D. Clothing that contains or suggests vulgar, profane, or inappropriate wording or images, 

pictures of illegal substances, alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, sexual activity, 

violence, or racial context are not permitted. 

E. In classes where certain machinery and equipment is operated, individual teachers will 

cover guidelines on proper dress for students, including hair length and property 

protection. 

F. Hair must be clean, of natural color, without curlers and not distractive or disruptive to 

the educational process.  No grooming items may be stored in the hair. 

G. Gang-related apparel or accessories (as defined by area police agencies) are not allowed 

at any time in school or at school events.  Tattoos related to hate groups or which are 

sexual or violent in nature must be kept covered. 

H. Excessive or unnecessary makeup is not allowed.  Makeup, perfume, and hairspray 

should not be applied in the classroom or cafeteria; it should be applied in restrooms or 

locker rooms only.  (Some people are allergic to these items; please respect their 

limitations.) 

I. Medical and religious-related needs must be properly documented in the school office 

before administrative permission will be considered to alter this policy. 

 

J. Body jewelry other than items worn in the hair, on the hand, wrist, ankle, or ear lobe are 

not permitted.  Body piercing is limited to the nose (small stud only, no hoop or rod), ear, 

or ear lobe. 

K. Jewelry and other ornamentation are permissible except those espousing violence, 

obscenities, harassment, or that may be a possible hazard to the wearer or other students 

are not permitted.  Large hoop earrings are prohibited for the safety of the wearer. 

L. Contact lenses must be clear or of a natural eye color/shape.  Eyewear and sunglasses that 

may become a distraction to the educational process are prohibited. 

 

Principals and District administrators have the final authority to determine what is acceptable and not 

acceptable under this dress code and may alter the policy to accommodate school spirit events. 

 

III. Consequences: 

 

A. Elementary and Intermediate 

 

Warning for all students in agenda book, at opening day assembly or day of enrollment 

   

 1st Parent called to bring change of clothes 

 2nd Parent called to bring clothes, noon detention 
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 3rd Parent called to bring clothes and schedule conference with principal, 

and three (3) day  

noon detention 

 All subsequent violations will be dealt with by building Administration. 

 

B. Secondary 

 

Warning for all students in student handbook, at opening day assembly or day of 

enrollment 

 

 1st Parent contact to bring change of clothes 

 2nd Parent contact; student placed in hourly ISS until change of clothes 

provided 

 3rd Parent contact; student will be placed in 1 day ISS 

 4th Parent contact, student will be placed in 2 days ISS 

 All subsequent violations will be dealt with by building Administration.  

 

  

 All consequences are subject to the discretion of the Building Principal. 

 

IV. Religious Exemptions 

 

The parent or legal guardian of a student (or a student who is 18 years of age or older) may object to the 

student’s compliance with any portion of this STUDENT CODE OF DRESS K – 12 Policy based upon a 

sincerely held religious belief.  In order to object, the parent or legal guardian (or student who is 18 years 

of age or older) shall submit a written statement which responds to the following questions:   

 

 What is the basis for the request for religious exemption? 

 What religious teaching, religious belief or religious practice prohibits compliance with 

this student dress code policy? 

 

In addition, all written objections must be accompanied by a signed statement of either a religious official, 

(such as minister, rabbi, imam, or other) or another person who can verify the nature and good faith basis 

of the sincerely held religious belief.  The Superintendent or his designee shall review all objections to the 

STUDENT DRESS CODE OF K – 12 Policy.  Students with legitimate religious objections shall not be 

required to comply with those portions of the STUDENT CODE OF DRESS K – 12 Policy which conflict 

with such good faith, religious requirements.  If the application for religious exemption is denied, the 

student applying for the exemption may appeal the determination to the Board of Education who will review 

the application and make a determination within 30 days of the appeal. 

 

Adopted: 8/10/2004 

Revised: 5/26/2009, 6/23/2009, 6/29/2010, 7/11/2011, 4/12/2016 
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August 14-15 Teacher Institute – Staff Reports 

August 16 First Day of Pupil Attendance 

September 4 NO SCHOOL – Labor Day  

September 29       Professional Learning Day - Early Dismissal 

October 6 NO SCHOOL - County Institute 

October 9 NO SCHOOL – Columbus Day 

October 19 NO SCHOOL – Parent Teacher Conference (evening 

schedule) 

October 20 NO SCHOOL – Parent Teacher Conference (day 

schedule)  

November 10 NO SCHOOL – Veteran’s Day 

November 22-24 NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 8      Professional Learning Day- Early Dismissal 

December 21 Last Day of Student Attendance before Winter Break 

Dec. 22 – Jan. 1 NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 

January 2 NO SCHOOL – Teacher Institute Day 

January 3 Students Return from Winter Break, Begin Second 

Semester 

January 12 Professional Learning Day- Early Dismissal  

January 15 NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Holiday 

February 16      Professional Learning Day- Early Dismissal 

February 19 NO SCHOOL – President’s Day Holiday 

March 5 NO SCHOOL – Casimir Pulaski Holiday 

March 21 Afternoon will provide for Spring Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

March 26 – April 2 NO SCHOOL – Spring Break 

April 3 Students and Staff return from Spring Break 

May 22  Last Day of Student Attendance if no emergency days 

used 

Professional Learning Day - Early Dismissal 

May 28   NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day 

May 30  Last Day of Student Attendance if all emergency days 

 are used. 

Final Report Cards for students in Grades K-12 are mailed at the end of the year 







MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Our District is committed to providing a safe learning environment 
which enables all students to develop intellectually, physically, 
morally, and emotionally to the very best of their abilities.  This learning 
environment must offer students the opportunity to practice and 
adopt the principles, values, and ideals which will help them to 
become self-sufficient and effective citizen’s in today’s democratic 
society.  Our goal is to promote learning as a lifelong process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION / TITLE 1 
Mrs. Kristen Novacich-Koberna 

 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Mr. Jim Greenwald 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Mrs. Beverley Scroggins, President 
Mrs. Meghan Daily, Vice President 

Ms. Kathy Hagnauer, Secretary 
Mrs. Carolyn Yates, Treasurer 
Mr. Jerry McKechan, Member 
Mr. Bill McMasters, Member 

Mr. Matt Jones, Member 
 

2017-2018 MEMBERS ELECT 
Mrs. Tanja Cook Sedabres 

Mrs. Linda Knogl 
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